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ETNA BULLETIN No.9, April 2018 
 

The aim of our bulletins is to share information and raise awareness on local  
and global matters related to Transcultural Health 

 

Welcome to ETNA’s Bulletin! 
 
1. 6th International ETNA Conference will be held in the Czech 
Republic at the University of South Bohemia on the 19th-21st June 
2019.More details will follow soonhttp://europeantransculturalnurses.eu/ 
 
Make sure you have renewed your ETNA membership or Join ETNA if you 
are not a member yet, in order to get all the details about the conference 
and to benefit of discounts for ETNA members. 
You can click here to create your ETNA account and get a free 
membership number. 
Please make sure you share this email with your colleagues, students and 
friends. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thanks Valerie Tothova, University of South Bohemia, for taking up the 
challenging task of hosting the conference. 
 
2. Cross border network for migrant women: social integration, 
sexual and reproductive health (INTEGRA project) 
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University of Primorska, Faculty of Health Sciences (Slovenia) has joined 
an Interreg project that will help improve cross border cooperation 
among healthcare professionals in protecting migrant women’s sexual  
and reproductive health.  
The EU programme ITERREG V-A Italia-Slovenija 2014–2020 funded a 
project “Cross border network for migrant women: social integration, 
sexual and reproductive health (INTEGRA)”, led by the University of 
Trieste. 
The project that will last 18 months (October 2017–March 2019), aims to 
enhance cross border cooperation among health professionals regarding 
migrant women’s sexual and reproductive health by developing joint 
guidelines/protocol that will help addressing cultural issues in providing 
care. 
In this aspect, the training of healthcare professionals and cross-cultural 
mediators is included, since the project also explores the presence of 
female genital mutilation and forced marriages among migrant women. 
 
For more information contact mirko.prosen@fvz.upr.si 
 

 
Photo from the kick-off meeting, held in Trieste (Italy) in December 2017 

 
Thanks Mikro Prosen, University of Primorska, Slovenia. 
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3. Congress on “Health dynamics and migration between 
continuity and new needs” 

 
This will be held on April 18th to 20th 2018 in Catania Italy, at the 
Benedettini ex- Monastery Auditorium  (University of Catania). 
The Italian Society of Migration Medicine (SIMM), was established in 
early 1990 under the pressure of groups and organizations that in various  
parts of Italy were responsible for ensuring the right to health care for  
immigrants. One of its characteristics is multidisciplinarity, therefore, 
over the years doctors, psychologists, anthropologists, sociologists, 
nurses, cultural mediators, social workers and other social and health 
workers, Italians and foreigners have joined SIMM. This range of 
multidisciplinary skills and professional profiles has allowed the Society 
to initiate a wide-ranging reflection on social and health issues related to 
the foreign population and to plan innovative proposals and interventions. 
For those who wish to attend the Congress this is the 
link: https://www.simmweb.it/ 
 
Thanks Maria Ymelda Tolentino Diaz, Italy, for providing this information. 
 
4. Growing Consciousness on Planetary Health and Professional 
Mobility of Filipino Nurses around the World 
 
Filipino nurses worldwide are focusing selves on planetary health and 
professional mobility. This is the focus in the recently concluded global 
summit held in the Philippines. In fact, the organizing committee had 
made huge effort for its tremendous success. 

Different guest speakers contributed in the 
enlightenment of the topics coming from 
Environment and Natural Resources, NASA 
Earth Science Division, Environmental Health 
WHO, WHO Agroforestry Center, Technical 
Committee on Nursing Education, and Migrant 
Heritage Commission; the Dean of John Hopkins 
School of Nursing Baltimore, Associate 
Professor of University College of Nursing 
Wayne New Jersey USA, Philippine Professional 
Regulations Commission’s Board of Nursing, 

Faculty of Nursing University of Toronto Canada, Dean of Arts  
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and Sciences University of the Philippines, Head oversight Committee on 
Public Health,  and Hospital on Wheels Organizer “RP Healthcraft 
Carrier”. 
The organizing committee presented two sets of objectives which were 
as follows: on Planetary Health: 
1. to discuss determinants and threats to Planetary health in the 
Anthropocene Epoch 
2. to describe the effects of global warming and degradation of quality of 
land, air, water, and ecosystem on human health 
3. to identify the roles and commitment of nurses in a multi-sectorial and 
synergistic approach in promoting planetary health.  
Whereas on Professional Mobility, the following objectives will be 
considered 
4. to engage foreign educated nurses in the new paradigm on international 
professional mobility 
5. to discuss unfair and discriminatory practices with professional 
mobility 
6. to identify ways to protect nurses’ labor rights. 
 
Consequently, an earnest environment and health responsibilities through 
awareness and regular implementation are to be considered at the 
soonest possible time, as everyone in the profession agreed upon. 
 
Thanks Sylvia Biglete-Pangilinan Bataan Peninsula State University, 
Philippines 
 
5. Webinars! 
I am pleased to announce the forthcoming webinars on  
a) Mindfulness and Mindfulness Practice 19th April 2018 from  12:00-
13:00 (UK Time) with Associate Professor Dr Mark Coulson, Middlesex 
University and  
b) Compassion and Culturally Appropriate Psychological Support 17th May 
2018 from 12:00-13:00 with Professor Rena Papadopoulos, Middlesex 
University, Research Centre for Transcultural Studies in Health. 
 
These webinars are linked to the IENE 6 project: “Contemporary large 
migration waves into Europe: Enabling health workers to provide 
psychological support to migrants and refugees and develop strategies  
for dealing with their own emotional needs” (http://ieneproject.eu/ and 
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http://www.ienerefugeehub.eu/), which deals with psychological support 
for refugees, health workers and volunteers. Would love to have as many 
of you as possible attending them and joining in the discussion. 
 
Here is the link to the webinar room: 
http://breeze.mdx.ac.uk/iene6webinar/  
 
The webinars will start at 12:00 (UK Time) sharp. Please make sure you 
login into the room at least 15 minutes before to make sure you have all 
the necessary software installed. You can also follow the webinar on your 
mobile phone by downloading the Adobe Connect App and entering the 
room link. For more instructions, please visit: 
https://www.adobe.com/content/dam/acom/en/products/ 
Please feel free to share this email with your friends and colleagues. The 
Webinars are free. 
 
Thanks Rena Papadopoulos for sharing this information. 
 
6. Robots in an ageing world: Introducing the CARESSES 
project 
In 2016 the population of the UK was 65.5 million people. Over 
half a million of them were aged 90 and above. Fifteen thousand 
(15,000) of them were aged 100 and above, and almost 1,000 of 
them were aged 105 and above! 
In the USA, population 322.5 million in 2016, 59,000 people were 
over the age of 100. In Japan with approximately a third of the 
USA population (127 million in 2016) there were 65,000 people 
over the age of 100. People over 65 years make up the 25% of 
Japan’s population which is predicted to rise to 40% by 2060. 
Notwithstanding, the amount of resources needed to care for the 
old and very old who do suffer loss of memory and have more 
severe health problems, there is a realization that the current 
shortages of human carers will be exacerbated to such levels that 
urgent solutions will need to be found as soon as possible in order 
to prevent a highly undesirable human crisis which will affect not 
only the old but every person in most societies. 
 
The CARESSES project aspires to be part of the search for such 
solutions. CARESSES is an international, multidisciplinary project 
whose goal is to design the first robots that can assist older 
people in a culturally competent manner through their ability to  
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recognize and adapt to the cultural preferences of the individuals 
they are taking care of. The robots will help the users in many 
ways including reminding them to take their medication, 
encouraging them to keep active, helping them keep in touch with 
family and friends. Each action will be performed with attention to 
the older person’s customs, cultural practices and individual 
preferences. 
The CARESSES project is funded by the European Commission and 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan. 
The project started on the 1st January 2017. Professor Irena 
Papadopoulos, Middlesex University, is leading the development of 
cultural scenarios and guidelines for the programming of the 
robots. This is a pioneering project, the first of its kind, which 
recognizes the importance of people’s cultural identity, the 
diversity within and between cultures and therefore the crucial 
principle of avoiding stereotyping people. Embedding a robot within 
a care team or in an older person’s home requires their acceptance 
of the robot, their understanding of what it can and cannot do, 
and the preparation of the robots’ users (formal carers, families, 
older people). 
In addition to the cultural competence of the robot, the project 
team is taking great care to develop the robot on solid ethical 
foundations. 
EU team: University of Genova, Middlesex University, University of 
Bedfordshire, Orebro University, Softbank, Advinia HealthCare 
Japanese team: JAIST, Nagoya University, Chubu University 
 
You can find more about the project by visiting the CARESSES website 
at http://caressesrobot.org/en/   
 
Thanks Rena Papadopoulos for sharing this project information. 
 
7. ETNA’s homepage 
Please visit our new website and help us to improve and enrich it 
http://www.europeantransculturalnurses.eu  
 
 
 
 
 
8. Next Bulletin will be send to you in December 2018 
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Please send us news you wish to publish in the bulletins and we will 
endeavour to include them.  
We welcome your feedback on our Bulletins! 
 


